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at the feet of him whom he concluded was to 
be his -executioner. Do not imagine, laid 
| acoub to him, that my mailer has any de- 
fign upon your life>. and it would be hill 
weaker in you to imagine that he could have 
fo far miflaken me as to cliule me for the in- 
hrument of your death, ft is true,^our high 
birth, land ypur pretenfions, give himuneafh 
nefs : you mu|l lwear to me by the-foul of the 
prophet, and -by that of the refpe&able Ali, 
from whom you are defended, that you will 
never think' of dethroning Mahadi, nor of 
forming any party againfl him. 

Mehemet, happy to come off fo eafily, 
took the oath required of him . I muff exaft 
another condition of you, added Jacoub, that 
you never appear again at Bagdad. But as 
you mull have fomething to fupport you, my 
maflers makes you a prefen t of this fum. He 
then gave him the twenty thoufand pieces 
of gold, Which he had received. 

The manner in which he had conduced 
this affair was loon known to the Califf, for 
the fair flave fo generoufly given up to him, 
was only a fpy fet over his actions by the 
jealous Mahadi. The exafperated Califf fent 
for the pretended traitor : How have you ac- 
quitted yourfelf, faid he to him in a rage, of 
the commiffion with which I charged you ?— 
facoub was going to anfwer him with the 
fidelity of a fubjed and franknefs of a frigid. 
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thou hail let my ^ 1 1 ^ m y -duty to- 

which you were making mo the accomp ic^ 
not to be the to 61 of your iufpieion and a 
city. Providence made. you. our mvei.eigi n 
protea the. weak ; and you have 110 - - 

right than the meaneft of your iubjecls c - 

pucioufly to take the la f e ol any man. It is 
your province to punifh the guilty, and not, 
to filed the blood of the innocent. 

The Prince, ftruck with the courage of 
Jacoub, and the force of his words, took him 
ao-ain into favour. 

°I only thought you, faid he, an agreeable 
.courtier ; I now find you a true friend, and a 
generous and magnanimous man : you have 
preferred the proteflion of innocence to your 
interefl, and you have told me falutary truth 
at the hazard of your life. Your honefl admo- 
nition hath illuminatedmy mind ; henceforth 
I will circumfcribe my unlimited power by 
the laws of confcience and of reafon. My 
jeaioufy or refentment fhall never again in- 
vade the unalienable rights of mankind. I fhall 
not, however, hefitate to inflict a fevere pu- 
nifhment upon thofe w T ho fhall for the future 
mifreprefent you to me. I have had a mofl 
convincing proofof your difinterefted loyalty 
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